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scarecrow for the benefit of the unwary, gives a catalogue of what
he has done for the improvement of her sex :
You have endeavoured to correct our unreasonable fears and
superstitions, in your seventh and twelfth papers; our fancy for
equipage, in your fifteenth 5   our love of puppet-shows, in your
thirty-first ; our notions of beauty, in your thirty-third ; our inclin-
ation for romances, in your thirty-seventh ; our passion for French
fopperies, in your forty-fifth ; our manhood and party zeal, in your
fifth-seventh \  our abuse of dancing, in your sixty-sixth and sixty-
seventh 5  our levity, in your hundred and fifty-fourth and hundred
and fifty-seventh ;  our tyranny over the henpeckt, in your hundred
and seventy-sixth. You have described the Pict in your forty-first;
the Idol, in your seventy-third ; the Demurrer, in your eighty-ninth;
the Salamander, in your hundred and ninety-eighth. You have like-
wise taken to pieces our dress, and represented to us the extrava-
gances we are often guilty of in that particular.   You have fallen
upon our patches, in your fiftieth and eighty-first j our commodes,
in your ninety-eighth ; our fans, in your hundred and second;
our riding-habits, in your hundred and fourth ; our hoop-petticoats,
in your hundred and twenty-seventh ; besides a great many little
blemishes, which you have touched upon in your several other papers,
and in those many letters that are scattered up and down your works,
At the same time, we must own, that the compliments you pay our
sex are innumerable, and that those very faults which you represent
in us, are neither black in themselves, nor, as you own, universal
among us.1
The reader who looks up these references may find it somewhat
difficult to say whether Addison's criticism of manners is more akin
to the obsolescent character or to the novel that was about to be.
One thing he will be more sure about—namely, that Addison was of
the same opinion as the great nineteenth-century novelist on woman's
destined part in the effort towards a higher level of manners and
intellectual life. He would have assented to the claim put forward
in the Essay on Comedy that only " where women are on the road
to an equal footing with men, in attainments and liberty," will
there be a real civilization, or the atmosphere in which pure comedy
flourishes.2
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